
On behalf of Ag Association Management Services, Inc (AAMSI) we are very
excited to be on board as the new team managing the Pacific Seed
Association. Chris Zanobini and Donna Boggs will be your primary contacts and
Brooke Palmer will also be a member of our team as we move forward with
PSA business and activities. Anne Alcon and Nida Agno are our front office
staff and if you call the office you will most likely interact with them. Anita Gore
will be taking care of the finances for the group. Again, we are looking forward
to this partnership and working together for the seed industry.  Please call if you
need anything or have any questions, our new contact information is:

Pacific Seed Association • 1521 I Street • Sacramento, CA 95814 • 916-441-1064
chris@agamsi.com • donna@agamsi.com • www.pacificseed.org

Ag Workforce Modernization Act

A bipartisan negotiating group of legislators in the House of Representatives
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are preparing to introduce new agricultural labor reform legislation.  The bill will
have three titles – Title I will provide options for current experienced but
unauthorized workers to transition to legally-present, work-authorized status.
Title II significantly reforms and streamlines the H-2A program. And Title III
phases in use of the E-Verify program consistent with the operative dates of the
labor supply reforms.

The PSA supports the Farm Workforce Modernization Act, which would take
important steps to address the growing struggle of agricultural employers to
meet their workforce needs.    The inability of American farmers to effectively
meet their workforce needs does not affect the agricultural industry in a
vacuum.   When crops rot in a field because farmers do not have enough
workers for the harvest, this does not only harm the interests of that farmer.
These situations also negatively affect the shipping company that would have

transported those products, and the retailers that would have sold them.
Furthermore, the uncertainty caused by the insufficient quantity of agricultural

workers in the U.S. has enabled foreign agricultural producers to take
advantage of this situation and gain market share. American agricultural
producers will only become less competitive in the global marketplace if these
workforce problems persist.

View the Letter of Support Here

USDA Establishes Domestic Hemp
Production Program
WASHINGTON, October 29, 2019 — U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny 
Perdue today announced the establishment of the U.S. Domestic Hemp 
Production Program. This program, as required by the 2018 Farm Bill, creates 
a consistent regulatory framework around hemp production throughout the 
United States.

“At USDA, we are always excited when there are new economic opportunities 
for our farmers, and we hope the ability to grow hemp will pave the way for new 
products and markets,” said Secretary Perdue. “We have had teams operating 
with all hands-on-deck to develop a regulatory framework that meets 
Congressional intent while seeking to provide a fair, consistent, and science-
based process for states, tribes, and individual producers who want to 
participate in this program.”

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/41fd1f558a0b3c44fa45687ef/files/05ac772e-44cd-4f2a-80b9-7442b63a55bb/Support_for_Farm_Workforce_Modernization_Act_10_30_19.pdf


Background:

Later this week, an interim final rule formalizing the program will be published in
the Federal Register that will allow hemp to be grown under federally-approved
plans and make hemp producers eligible for a number of agricultural programs.
The rule includes provisions for the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to
approve hemp production plans developed by states and Indian tribes
including: requirements for maintaining information on the land where hemp is
produced; testing the levels of delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol; disposing of plants
not meeting necessary requirements; and licensing requirements. It also
establishes a federal plan for hemp producers in states or territories of Indian
tribes that do not have their own approved hemp production plan.

The interim final rule becomes effective upon publication in the Federal
Register. Following publication, USDA invites public comment on the interim
rule and the information collection burden. A preview of the rule is posted on
USDA’s website.

USDA also developed guidelines for sampling and testing procedures that are
being issued concurrently with this rule. These documents provide additional
information for sampling agents and hemp testing laboratories.

More information about the provisions of the interim final rule is available on the

https://youtu.be/bCO5BHdDjZI
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/rulemaking-documents
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp/information-laboratories


More information about the provisions of the interim final rule is available on the
U.S. Domestic Hemp Production Program web page on the Agricultural
Marketing Service (AMS) website.

Once state and tribal plans are in place, hemp producers will be eligible for a
number of USDA programs, including insurance coverage through Whole-Farm
Revenue Protection. For information on available programs, visit
farmers.gov/hemp.

Details of the Hemp Production Interim Rule
We want to bring your attention to the publication of an Interim Final Rule (IFR)
establishing national hemp regulations. We have posted a draft, a courtesy
copy of the regulations on our website here.

The official version of the rule will be published in the Federal Register on
Thursday, Oct. 31 and will be effective immediately with a 60-day comment
period ending Dec. 30. We are also issuing several new forms and guidance
documents to accompany the rule, which are available on the Agricultural
Marketing Service website.

We know you have questions, and we will do our best to answer them as soon
as we can. We look forward to continuing to work together and cannot thank
you enough for your patience.

We will send a notification tomorrow to remind you when the IFR will be
published and open for public comment.

Thank you,

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp
https://www.farmers.gov/manage/hemp
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/hemp


You are Invited to the 2020 PSA Annual Convention

It has been my pleasure serving as the President of PSA this year. I would like 
to personally invite you to attend the 94th Annual Pacific Seed Association 
(PSA) convention January 12-15, 2020 at The Scottsdale Resort at McCormick 
Ranch in Scottsdale, AZ. The facility and setting are the perfect combination for 
interacting with everyone in our industry. Our convention program has been 
carefully crafted to showcase topics of interest for everyone – from various 
state crop improvement updates, a panel discussion on trucking and logistics, 
legislative updates, our PSA Annual Meeting, field crop reports to motivational 
and inspiring speakers.

Marty Jakosa will be our featured luncheon speaker on Monday. He will discuss 
the four imperatives of a great leader, communication – why it is so hard and 
the changing workforce. Pat Miller from American Seed Trade Association will 
bring us the federal and state legislative overview Additionally Bill Spreitzer

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpacificseed.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D41fd1f558a0b3c44fa45687ef%26id%3Daa000c410d%26e%3D43d7f6ff8e&data=02%7C01%7C%7C3e7e6cd33a7344b36f6908d75d84bf9d%7Ceb387ec6c9a147b0a9ba84c50a2e401d%7C0%7C0%7C637080697068399569&sdata=IxMH8F7WznAPrXJkBOyCu%2Bxdy7JhM0iF8WN8%2BMUyuoI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.destinationhotels.com/scottsdale-resort
https://www.betterseed.org/


bring us the federal and state legislative overview. Additionally, Bill Spreitzer
from Excellerate Solutions will conclude our day of meetings on Monday with a
highly interactive talk on identifying who and what matters most to you in life,
work and how to use your purpose to be motivated and engaged regardless of
the circumstances you are faced with. The annual golf tournament will be
played at the well-manicured McCormick Ranch Golf Club on the Pine Course,
featuring breathtaking views of the mountains and pockets of desert infusion.
For those non-golfers, we will be offering a “Paint and Sip” event which will

feature a preselected painting that a professional artist guides you through,
step-by-step! Everyone will leave with their painting to serve as a very special
memento!

The goal of our program is to reinforce and reinvigorate our efforts to ensure
growth and prosperity in the Pacific Seed Association as we continue to tackle
new challenges in our markets. Coming together to network as an industry will
be key to our continued success. I encourage you to participate in the 2020
convention.

The PSA Annual Convention traditionally draws attendees from across the
nation. It is an essential link in bringing greater communication and stability to
the seed industry. If you have any questions regarding the convention, please
contact the PSA office. Your past support and involvement are sincerely
appreciated, and we look forward to seeing you in Scottsdale this year.

Martin Luttrell
President

Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus (ToBRFV)
The Pacific Seed Association has received information that APHIS will likely
issue a Federal Order imposing new phytosanitary restrictions on tomato seed
and fruit.  The Federal Order comes in response to the growing global threat of
Tomato Brown Rugose Fruit Virus (ToBRFV).   The virus is a hghly virulent and
aggressive virus that can cause severe infection on tomatoes and peppers.   At
this time we believe that seed will not be banned, but will either have to be
tested (off shore) or come from a country free of ToBRFV.

For more information on ToBRFV – The following resources are available:
Q & A Document provided by ASTA - Q&A document
ToBRFV Best Handling Practices Document developed by CTRI and the

https://www.excelleratesolutions.com/
https://www.mccormickranchgolf.com/
https://www.pacificseed.org/
https://www.pacificseed.org/
mailto:donna@agamsi.com?subject=PSA%202020%20Convention
mailto:
https://www.betterseed.org/wp-content/uploads/ToBRFV-QA.pdf


ToBRFV Best Handling Practices Document developed by CTRI and the
Gilbertson lab at UC Davis - View pamphlet

ASTA Pacific Northwest Import/Export
Workshop
November 13, 2019 @ 9:00 am - November 14, 2019 @ 4:00 pm

Click Here to Register
Day 1 Workshop Agenda
Join ASTA for our Import/Export Workshop to discuss key phytosanitary and
trade challenges for members shipping through Pacific Northwest ports.
Discuss topics with representatives from APHIS, Customs and Border
Protection, the Northwest Seaport Alliance, and ASTA members and staff.
(ASTA members: $30/non-members: $75)

Day 2 November 14 Agenda

Optional Tour: Northwest Seaport Alliance's Tacoma Terminals and
Operations (free): 9am to 12pm
Oregon Import Quarantine Program: Lunch and Discussion ($25):

12:30 - 4:00 pm
For companies impacted by proposed changed to import
program for accredited facilities.

Meeting Location:
Hotel Murano
1320 Broadway
Tacoma, WA 98402
1-253-238-8000

2019-2020 PSA Officers & Directors Contact Information:

President | Martin Luttrell, Summitt Seed Coating
Phone: 208.455.8009 | Email: Martin@summitseedcoatings.com

1st Vice President | Carolyn Lockwood, Corvallis Feed & Seed
Phone: 541.928.1923 | Email: Carolyn@corvallisfs.com

2nd Vice President | Nicole Hostert, California Crop Improvement
Phone: 530.752.0544 | Email: Ndhostert@ucdavis.edu

https://files.constantcontact.com/11ae1167201/e47468b9-5de7-4c95-b4c2-66e53cf1b29e.pdf
https://asta.swoogo.com/importexport
https://hotelmuranotacoma.com/
mailto:Martin@summitseedcoatings.com?subject=PSA%20Email%20Question
mailto:Carolyn@corvallisfs.com
mailto:Ndhostert@ucdavis.edu


Phone: 530.752.0544 | Email: Ndhostert@ucdavis.edu
Secretary/Treasurer | Grant Baglietto, Baglietto Seeds

Phone: 209.466.0433 | Email: Grant@bagliettoseeds.com
Past President | Sam Cable, Pure Seed

Phone: 503.651.2130 | Email: Sam@pureseed.com
Director | Dean Browning, Seeds Inc

Phone: 509.291.5411 | Email: Dean.Browning@seedinconline.com
Director | Marc Cool, Dupont Pioneer

Phone: 515.218.3431 | Email: Marc.Cool@pioneer.com
Director | Mindy Duerst, Ioka Marketing

Phone: 503.873.6498 | Email: Mindy@iokamarketing.com
Director | Darin Justus, Justus Bag Company

Phone: 800.456.7878 | Email: Darin@justusbag.com
Director | Amy Jenness, Rainier Seeds

Phone: 800.828.8873 | Email: Ajenness@rainierseeds.com
Executive Director | Chris Zanobini, Pacific Seed Association

Phone: 916.441.1064 | Email: donna@agamsi.com
Associate Director | Donna Boggs, Pacific Seed Association

Phone: 916.441.1064 | Email: donna@agamsi.com
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